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THE EIGHT HOUR LAW.
e
The Workingmen’s Demonstration in
Chicago=—Letters from President
Johnson and Others—=The Tone of the
Specché 8. T
The Chicago papers of Thursday devote much
space to the workingmen’s demonstration in that
city on the preceding day, of whichsome account
-was giéen by telegraph.
MAYOR RICE'S SPEECH. .
“f'he first apeaker was Hon. J. Rice, Mayor of the
eity, who gaid:
Fellow-citizens of the City of Chicago, of the Stale
of Lilincis and. of the United States of America:
‘IVoices—¢ Buily for you,” and cheers.] This day has
been set apart by a vast number of earnest men as a
day of rejoicing—a day of rejoicing that the Legisla-
ture of the State of Iilinols, at their receat session,
-anacted o law which declares that one-third of a day,
or eight hours out of twenty-tour, sball be the legal
-time for a laboring man to work. They rejoice for
the reason that they believe it is one step in advance
which is to elevate that large class of workingmen,
.23 they are termed, in the United States of America;
they believe it is one step io elevate them to the
plane where they righifully belong, and where
their own comfort and the content and hap-
piness of their families and their rights as
men shall be more mnearly approached. It
would mot bLe profitable to you, nor becoming
in me, to attemipt any argument with regard to the
. relation betweeen capital and labor. * * * What
.1Iwaat t0 impress upop your minds, gentlemen, to-
day,is that this is a greal change. I would beg of you,
and that .8 partly the reazson 1 am here to-day, to ap-
proach this matter with reaszon, calmness and con-
ciliation. Iask you to be willing to concede that

there are two sides to the question,that you may |
g've the subject the attention and thought that rea- |

gonable men do, A Voice—** We want eight hours’

work and eight hours' pay.”} That is a questionyou |
have to settle for youreelves, and I will stand by you |

as long 83 I can. 1 believe that every man in this
world works in the hope that the day will come
when he will have to work no more. Iknow that
but very few ever reach that coveted end, but i is
none the less the hope that buoys up the man of
toil. But I came here to urge that however steadfast
you pursue this, however much assured you are, you
should look forward to this taing with calmness, and
it you find there is any way to accomplish your end
by compromise, you will accept it,

Letters from various persons were then rcad,
among them the following:
FROM GOV. FLETCHER, OF MISSOGRI.

JEFFERSON CIT¥, Mo., April 30, 1667,
Jo A. C. Cameron, Chairman:

My spint beals within me to be gone to Ohicago to
;reel the workingmen, but I am yet too ill to travel.
t'ell them that with earnestness of heart and soul my
woice shall be heard in their behalf throughout the
great valley, wherever laws are made, and wherever cap-
ital attepts despotic rule over men—the workers, I

sregret that my illness deprives me of ability to be ab
-your meeting. I sm more proud of the invitation than
any I have evar recerved in all my life,
THOMAS C. FLETCHER.
FROM GOV. OGLESBY, OF 1LLINOIS,
SPRINGFIELD, April 76, 186),
pEarSR;, * * " Ishal t;reml‘yJ regret
.Any one business or interest of our Stato shall suffer,
sven temporarily, from the insuguration practicall
of the provisions of a law, vhich I feel sure time will
prove to have been founded in wisdom and based on jqa-.
-telligent principles. I am pleased to learn that the
friends of the laware dotermined to adhere to an hon-
orsbie pugpore, to seek no advantage not fairly given by
-¢he spirit‘and purpose of the law. It wonld be better 1n
-¢he beginning to yield to some inconvenience rather
than by insisting upon doubtful rights or privileges to
inour the taunt thav a respect for or attachment to the
nrincipies of the law did not so mauch coptrol their ac-
tion as a disposition to secure & technical advantage to
which, 1n justice, they could Jay no claim. Iam pleared
to berr, iwhat naturaily alt expected.) that our working-
men are asking nothing not consistant with a reasonable
demand, and that they are detormined,1n a Xind but
decided aud Deace%xl mnnner.ttfo i]nsx-.:t upon their rights
3 ery respectfully yours,
ouls. § vospectiuly Y, OGLESBY.
THE SPEECHES,
Houn. A. J. KUYLENDALL was then introduced. The
rollowing is an abstract of his remarks: :
;ol\l_;)e ha%e the teachinus of ancient times that it is
crover (0 divide tuu iweniz-four Lours intq pnnal
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parts. Itis as proper now es then, and by this
means we shall have eight hours for labor, eight
hours for rest and eight hours for the improvement
of the mind. In this Government tho power is in
the hands of the people, and to have an enlightened
Government we must have an enlightened people.
Fo_r this the people must have time to study the
principles of their Government., Study is just as
necessary as physical labor, DBut capital and
1abor never bavh or can unite, Capital will never be
.content unless it control labor. The speiker saw
that some of the papers here have advocated the for-
mation of coiperative establishments. But they
alwoys figured 10 per cent for the interest of the
capital. But that is three or four times what it
should be. When capital is made to recognize the
right of the laboring man to one-third of his time,
his audience must then see that the laws do not
aliow the capital to tax the producing wealth of the
country three or four times more than its annnal in-
crease. Capifal must not be allowed to be cen-
tralized in the hands of a few, The reform must
never cease, If the laboring classes produce the
wealth, they must control it; and if all the working-
men agres upon this, success is certain, The oppo-
sition are wily. After the laboring classes have
eleoted a member of the Legislature, capital goes
and buys him. He was satisfled that they arein
earnest. No great reform was ever accomplished
without some sacrifices. He wished them God-
speed in this work, and any aid which he could give
would be given with the best of fecling. ([Applause.]
MR. TREVYELLICK.

Mr. RicRARD TREVELLICK was next introduced,
and was received with great cheering. He would
propose the health of the Legislature of Illinois and
1ts Governor for the work they had done in behalf of
the workingmen. He would that his voice might ex-
tend to the limits of the city. Like the “rats”’ in
Union printing offices there were some men who
gave their influence against the movement, and he
wished them to hear him. He believed this to be
God’s work. The day must be divided into sleep,
recreation and amusement, with the one-third for
labor. This was a divine Jaw, He was glad to stand
there with the Mayor., He was a late convert and he
was a good one, because he was a great one, Why
was it that men were here from other countries?
Had tney made no effort to sever the ties that bound
them to their native land? They came because
there labor had been oppresséd. These men
never would forget their homes, but they
were obliged to seek a kinder shore be-
yond the Atlantic, They would remember that what
happened to one nation might happen to another.
They were this day entered upon a serious question.
What had disfranchised so many millions in Europe ?
The same cause was at work among them, and would,
if it could, grind them into the dust. Let them look
back two years ago. He remombered how few were
the sheltering arms that were stretched about them.
To-day he was rejoiced at the change. Labor should
be made attractive. Legislation hitherto bad done
nothing to effect this. In Michigan alone $16,000,000
had been spent for capital, and not $16,000 for the
iaborer. He asked them now to bury the political
hatchet and demand that the Government be ad-
ministered for the benefit of toiling freemen.

GEN. WALLACE.

Gen, M. R, M, WALLACE was Introduced, and was
received with hearty cheers. When these had sub-
sided, he remarked that if there was any position of
which 8 man might be proud, it was that from which
he looked into the faces of honest men. It had been
said that the wealth of the country had been pro-
du.ed by the laboring man., The working man does
produce the wealth of the nation. This gathering
was but one pulsation of the heart beating with hos-
tility to {yranny. The contest was now between
labor and oppression. Here th2 laws came from the
men. Power and sovereignty come from the people,
and they were to say what laws should exist. Itwas
not merely a cuntest between capital and labor, It
was a fight botween monopply and labor.
concentration of capilal that opprassed the latoring
man. Where men have emolument and power they
will oppress labor. He was glad that the firgt day ot
May had seen them taking & s.and in this mauer.
The speaker retired amid loud applause.

THEE BESOLUTIONS.

Mr. A, C. CAMERON then advanced to the siandand
read the following resolutions, which had been pre-
pared by the Trades Assembly: '

Whereas, By a recent act of the l.egislature of the
State of Illinois a law was passed making eight hours a
legal day’s work in the absence of a written contract to
the contrary; and - )

Whercas, A number of the employers of this city, with
aview to destroy the effect and original intention of
such a law, have determined to insist upon the adoption
of the hour system: and

Whereas, The position and desire of the mechanics of
Chicago have been grossly misrepresented, either
through ignorancs or design, which misrepresentation
iscalculated to injure ahike both the ‘employer and em-
{)loye, and 1n order to give a full and otticial expression
o our intention; therefore ‘

Resolved, By the workingmen of Chicago, that we will
mamntain. at alt hazards, the principle that eight hours
shall constitute a legal day’s work. under the sanction

of law, and that we denonnce the high-handed action of
the emplovers who have. and who propose to discharge

. their workmen for declining to work more than eight

hours per day. X R

Resolced, That the question of wages is of secondary
mmportance, and that we have naver proposed to de-
mand ten hours'ipay for eight hours’ work, or any other
sum which would not be eqguitable,

The resolutions were passed with great applause,

LETTER FROM PRESIDENT JOHNSON.

A meeting of the Chicago Trades Assembly was
held on Tuesday evening, at which the following let-
ter from President JOHNSON was read:

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
‘WASHINGTON, D, C., April 29.

Sir: Your very kind letter of tho 25th inst. has just
been received, in which you invite me to be present in
Chicago at 8 mass meeting of the workingmen of that
city on the 18t proximo. I regret sincerely that my pub-
fic duties will provent me from doing more than to ex-
press to you, and those you represent, my thanks for
your courtesy and iy warmest wish for the success of
all your endcavors to bensefit, protect and elevate the
laboring 1men ot our country, in whose welfare 1 have
ever been and am now most aecply interested.

1 have tho honor to be, with great respect. your obedi-
ent servant, . ANDREW JOHNDON.

To the Fxecutive Committeo.

NEWSPAPER COMMENTS.

Referring editorially to the demonstration, the
Chicego Tribune says: .. '

«The workmen seem to be divided ioto three par-
ties: 1, Those who are for eigrht hours at all hazards,
utterly reckless of the consequences to thewselves,
to employers and te the general public. 2. Those who
ar: for the eight-hour rule, but not in favor ot a
strike, nor in favor of earning less money per day.
3. Those who are in favor of working only ecight
hours, but willing also to work for wages reducea in
the proportion of the amount of labor. Behind these
are the vast numbers who are employed by the week
or the piece, who are willing that a strike should
pucceed, provided it does not interfere with their
employments, or in other words, who are willing to
take all the advantages that may tollow a atrike, but
take no risk iIn its losses, present or remote, Of
these several classes the first composed almost exclu-
gively the procession yesterday, The others {00k no
part .o it. k

So far as the strike is considered, it now becomes
anssue of endurance. Within balf a day's ride of
Cbicsgo all manner of mechanical labor can be had
at ten hours, There is not an article wanufactured
in Chicago that may not be made a hundred miles
hence, 2nd brought hither and sold cheaper than it
ean be produced and sold here for, under the eight-
hour riie.  Against a competition of that kind manu-
facturers will make no effort. They will 8ave mmoney
by closing their shops, and, if the demaud be
persisted in, by removing their machlnery
to othe: points. Itisa hopetul sign that in acon-
test of such magnitude as this the large majority of
tho workingmen teke no active part against their em-
vloyers, and it i8 to the coolnees and persevering ef-
foris of the men who yesterday lined the sidewalks,
gud 4id net form part of the proceseion, that the
public must lock for a speedy and satisfacfory result
of the eight-hour business, and for the restoration
to practical sense of the zealots who propose Lo sac-
‘rifice all thinga to guin an empty, profitless and ex-

pensive cud. .
————

The Chicago Eight-Hour ilob on Thurss

. day. .

Dispatches -from Chicago to the Cincinnati
Commercial, dated 2d inst,, give the subjoined ac-
count of the procecdings of the ei;;pt—hour men on
that day: '

«This moraing a mob of severai hundred eight-
hour men took the war path on the Wesi Side,
their chiet object being to close up establishments
in which the ten-hour men were at work. Their
first raid was -upon the Iumber-yard ‘of Kma &
Bros., which they summarily closed up. They
then visited three or four other lumber-yards in that
part of the city, and the planing-mili of Goss & PHIL-
rips, and compelled the proprietors to suspend opo-
rations and their cmployes to leave the premises.
Their next demonstnation was upon the Jumber-
yards of 0. M. PaTrox & Bro. and BiGELOw & Bros,
Rushing into these yards with wild yells and
shouts for the eight-hour law, &c., they were
about to eject the men engaged at work, when
they encountered Sergt, GARRITY und his posse. The
mob was 100 strong numerically for the Sergeant and
bis small squad to attempt any arrests; bus the
policemen firmly stood their ground and insisted that
the crowd must disperse. In the course of an hour
and a half the excited crowd moved away from the
yards, when the police force returned to the Bur-
lington freight-house to await further developments,

After the lapse of nearly an hour, about two hun-
dred of the mob were seen rushing down the railroad
track toward the Fort Wayune froight-house, yelling
Jike so many Indiana. Neurly all were armed with
sticks, clubs or pieces of lumber, while many carried
stones rnd brickbats in their hande. As soon as this
attempted flank movement wae discovered,Sergt. GAr-
RITY and his men started for the last-mentioned treight
house. Then commenced alively race between the
mob and the police, each parly striving to reach the
building first. The police reached it about one min-
ute betore the mob, and taking & position on
the platform in front of the entrance to the
bunding, ench man placed his band upon s
revolver and stood ready to repel an attack. As
the mob came up, one tellsw! who seemed to be
a ringleader, shouted, a8 he picked up a huge bowl.
der, ** Stones, boys, stones! Every devil of you get
a stone !” which many of them. did, while thos¢
baving sticks raiged them menacingly over theii
heads, shoating, * No ten-hour men here—thy
Eight-hour Law shall be obeyed,” &c.; but on
arriving in front of the platform, the spectacle pre-
gented by the police torce checked them, and a
sudden halt was made, Sergt. GARRITY informed
the mob that they must disperse; that their proceed-
ings were unlawful; that they must not interiere

with other men’s business, &c. After much
Joud talk sand numerous- ominous {hreats,
the rioiers, finslly retired from the spot.

Another mob atiacked a mn engaged at work
at Papken & STEARNS' s8ash manuifactory, and
dragged him into the strcet. He drew a revolver,
and Kept bis assailants at bay, and finally intimidated
them so as 10 cause their moving off in search of
oiber game. In the struggle the object of the
mob’s wrath received a gash on his face and
nose, the Ilatter being  Iinjured very badly.
While these acts were in progress on the west
side, another mob collected on the south side, and
closed up the lumber-yards of Woop & LAWREKOE,
Gillet & King, H. F. Eldridge, Eddred & Spait,
Roberts, Calkeies & Hull, Reed & Bushnell, N. B,
Bradley & Co., A, R, Gray & Co., and H, F. Stouffer &

Ca. tho 8ash cud blind factery of Paluer, Tuttle &

It was the .

Co., the broom-corn warehouss of G. A. Beverance,
the plaining mill of Hall and Trost, and the Chicago
and Rock Island Railroad shops and freight-house.
The Hlinois Central and Rock Island elevators were
also closed; the men at work were generally frighten-
ed into stopping labor; but in several intances forco
was employed to eject them, and at Woop & Law-
BENCE'S lumber-yard t\o men were nearly killed.

In consequenco of the scarcity of laborers at the
railroad depots, the clerks wero obliged to engagein
work of rolling freight, and immense piles have ac-
cumulated which are a8 yet untouched. Thrue of the
ringleaders of the mob have been arrested,

————
The EBight Hour Movement in Chicago.
CuIcaco, Saturday, May 4.

No riotous demonstrations by the strikers are
reported to-day, Squads of Police are stationed in
various parts of the city, and under their protection
work in some of the manufacturing establishments is
partially resumed, under such temporary arrange-
ments as can be made between the parties interested.
No Iabor of consequence is being performed at either
railroad shops or freight depots. Meotings were
held in various parts of the city last night by the
sirikers, at which resolutions were adopted insisting
in the recognition of ecight hours as a logal day’s
work; deprecating the acts of violence committed by
their fellow workmen, and expressing willingness to

accept eight hours’ pay for eight hours’ labor.

The Eight Hour Movement in St. Louis.
. Bx. Louis, Saturday, May 4.

No disturbances kave yet occurredgamong the
mechanics and laboring men of this city, although
considerable discontent 18 manifested in some quar-
ters. There is no well defined plan of action among
thew. Considerable numbers do not regard the
movement as conducive to their inferest, and con-
tinue to work at the old rates. Men who work by the
piece stand aloof and take no part in tho movement,
Those who stop work either demand full pay for
eight hours’ labor or will accept only so small a re-
duction of wages that employers refuse the terms.
No gerious disturbance to the industrial interests of
the city is apprehended. Al @ifferences are expected
to be amicably settled within a short time,
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